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statement of facts, but it shows most clearly that underlying it is
the general question as to the operation of the Dealers' Licenses Act,
Unless it is erased from the Statute-book of the Colony, there will be
no rest for British Indian- traders. It is not fair to them, and it is less
fair to the licensing officers, that arbitrary powers should be placed in
the latter's hands. We do not ask for indiscriminate trading rights, but
we do contend that every trading application should be treated on its
merits, and where no reasons, save those of prejudice, can be adduced
against such application, it should be granted. The case before us
is aggravated, because the petitioner labours under a double-barrelled
disability, for, in Vryheid, he, being a British Indian, labours under all
the disabilities of the Natal laws, without getting any of the advantages,
as Law 3 of 1885 of the Transvaal has also been retained, in spite of
the incorporation of Vryheid with Natal. The condition is as anomalous
as it possibly could be, and it is to be hoped that Lord Elgin will secure
substantial justice for his petitioner.

The question of interference \vith the domestic affairs of the Colony
will naturally be raised. The principle of non-interference can hardly
stand, in the case of those who are totally unrepresented in a Colony
governed under representative institutions. Natal enjoys self-government,
on the tacit assumption that it is capable of governing itself. There is
little self-government exercised, when one class of subjects living in the
Colony are meted out scant justice. Self-government means self-control;
if privileges are granted, responsibilities must be assumed also, and if
these privileges are enjoyed to the fullest extent, without discharge of the
responsibilities, the power that gave them surely has the right to see to
it that those responsibilities are properly discharged.
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296. A LICENSING CIRCULAR
A Gujarati correspondent draws our attention to some rules said
to have been framed by the Government for the guidance of traders5
licenses officers. The latter are, so our 'correspondent states, instructed
henceforth, in issuing licenses to Indians, to take their finger-prints and
signatures on counterfoils of the licences granted. This, we understand,
has been done in order to establish identity. If our information be cor-
rect, the preliminary question that occurs to us is, why have Indians
alone been singled out for this further disability? Where is the occasion
for establishing identity? Does it mean that the Natal Government do
not desire that the Indian businesses may be continued after the with-
drawal of their present owners? Do they, in other words, mean to con-
vey to the Licensing Officers that Indian businesses are to become ex-
tinct with their owners? If so, it means that, sooner or later, every Indian
must be compelled to sell off, instead of disposing of his business as a